
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

SINCLAIR JOINS WHITE HOUSE EFFORT ON DRONE INNOVATION,  

LEADS BROADCAST INDUSTRY IN USING DRONES FOR NEWSGATHERING 

 

WASHINGTON, DC (August 2, 2016) - Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc. today joined leaders in 

government and industry to examine the commercial applications for unmanned aircraft systems.   Sinclair 

was the only broadcaster to be invited to the White House workshop, “Drones and the Future of Aviation.”  

 

At the event, Sinclair committed to support drone safety through the “Know Before You Fly” 

campaign by broadcasting public service announcements on its stations nationwide.  The “Know Before 

You Fly” campaign was created by the Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI) 

and the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) in partnership with the Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA) to educate prospective users about the safe and responsible operation of drones. 

 

Sinclair was an early leader among broadcasters seeking to advance the use of drones by journalists. 

In 2014, the company began working with the Mid-Atlantic Aviation Partnership (MAAP) at Virginia Tech 

to develop safety protocols for newsgathering and to train its journalists how to fly drones in real-life 

scenarios.  This program grew to involve 16 media companies working with Virginia Tech, one of six test 

sites established by Congress to collect aircraft and flight data from small drones.  

 

Earlier this year, Sinclair joined national stakeholders and the National Telecommunications and 

Information Administration (NTIA) to develop best practices for commercial drone use.  Sinclair worked 

to garner consensus on the final “Voluntary Best Practices for UAS Privacy, Transparency, and 

Accountability” in May 2016, which appropriately balances privacy concerns and the First Amendment 

freedoms guaranteed under the Constitution. 

 

With the adoption of the FAA’s final rules for small drones in June 2016, Sinclair will expand its 

training program to 22 pilots, focusing on the safe operation of drones for newsgathering by journalists.  

Sinclair also plans to collaborate with Virginia Tech on advanced equipment safety and share with them 

compilations of flight data from news-based drone operations. 

 

About Sinclair: 

Sinclair is one of the largest and most diversified television broadcasting companies in the country. 

Including pending transactions, the Company owns, operates and/or provides services to 173 television 

stations in 81 markets, broadcasting 484 channels and having affiliations with all the major networks. 

Sinclair is the leading local news provider in the country, as well as a producer of live sports content. 

Sinclair’s content is delivered via multiple-platforms, including over-the-air, multi-channel video program 

distributors, and digital platforms. The Company regularly uses its website as a key source of Company 

information which can be accessed at www.sbgi.net. 

 

For press inquiries, contact Rebecca Hanson, SVP, Policy and Strategy, 703-236-9379. 
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