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STIRR Launch of COVID-19 News Channel Provides Viewers with Access to Local and
National Coverage of the Pandemic
As people turn to local news stations for critical updates amidst the crisis, the free streaming platform is
experiencing a record number of users and sessions
SANTA MONICA, California, April 3, 2020 – STIRR, a free, ad-supported OTT-TV streaming service owned
by Sinclair Broadcast Group (Nasdaq: SBGI), has launched COVID-19 News, a channel singularly focused
on the global pandemic. It provides viewers with live feeds of important news events, including national
and local daily press conferences and other critical updates on the crisis. The channel is presented
commercial free.
As concerns surrounding COVID-19 continued to escalate throughout the month of March, STIRR
experienced a significant growth in number of users, sessions and video plays, demonstrating the
heightened demand for local news during the crisis. Ultimately, this demand led to the rebrand of an
existing channel, STIRR Life, into COVID-19 News. Just one week after its launch, COVID-19 News has
become the second most watched channel on the platform, following only the signature STIRR City
channel.
“In times of uncertainty, people rely on local news to stay updated on critical and potentially life-saving
information,” said Sinclair President and CEO Chris Ripley. “At Sinclair, we are dedicated to providing our
viewers with easy access to vital information – which is why we created a STIRR channel entirely
dedicated to COVID-19. We hope that it will help viewers stay informed, healthy and safe.”
Since the first week of March, STIRR has seen a 70% daily increase in total users; a 56% increase in total
daily sessions; and an 84% spike in total video plays.
Since launching in 2019 with 24 channels, STIRR now offers audiences more than 100 linear channels,
and more than 5,000 hours of video-on-demand (VOD) content at no cost to the consumer. This includes
the first-of-its-kind STIRR City channel, a curated, 24/7 linear TV station with a lineup based on the
viewer’s city, offering local news and sports, as well as syndicated TV series, movies and city-focused
lifestyle programming to audiences across the country.
About STIRR
STIRR is a free ad-supported streaming service featuring a mix of live local news, TV shows, movies,
sports and lifestyle programming. Each week, STIRR delivers more than 2,400 hours of live local news,
100 linear channels and more than 5,000 hours of video on demand movies and TV series. The STIRR app
is available on Roku TV, Fire TV, Apple TV as well as iOS and Android devices or at www.STIRR.com.
Based in Santa Monica, CA, STIRR is a first of its kind OTT service created, owned and operated by
Sinclair Broadcasting Group.

About Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc.
Sinclair is a diversified media company and leading provider of local sports and news. The Company
owns and/or operates 23 regional sports network brands; owns, operates and/or provides services to
191 television stations in 89 markets; is a leading local news provider in the country; owns multiple
national networks; and has TV stations affiliated with all the major broadcast networks. Sinclair’s
content is delivered via multiple-platforms, including over-the-air, multi-channel video program
distributors, and digital platforms. The Company regularly uses its website as a key source of Company
information which can be accessed at www.sbgi.net.
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